SOS        CONQUEST OP THE U. S. BY SPAIN
repudiated with scorn the notion that a public debt is a
public blessing; if debt was incurred in war it was to
be paid in peace and not entailed on posterity. There
was to be no grand diplomacy, because they intended to
mind their own business and not be involved in any of
the intrigues to which European statesmen were accus-
tomed. There was to be no balance of power and no
"reason of state" to cost the life and happiness of citi-
zens. The only part of the Monroe doctrine which is
valid was their determination that the social and political
systems of Europe should not be extended over any part
of the American continent, lest people who were weaker
than we should lose the opportunity which the new con-
tinent gave them to escape from those systems if they
wanted to. Our fathers would have an economical
government, even if grand people called it a parsimonious
one, and taxes should be no greater than were absolutely
necessary to pay for such a government, The citizen
was to keep all the rest of his earnings and use them as
he thought best for the happiness of himself and his
family; he was, above all, to be insured peace and
quiet while he pursued his honest industry and obeyed
the laws. No adventurous policies of conquest or am-
bition, such as, in the belief of our fathers, kings and
nobles had forced, for their own advantage, on European
states, would ever be undertaken by a free democratic
republic. Therefore the citizen here would never be forced
to leave his family or to give his sons to shed blood for
glory and to leave widows and orphans in misery for
nothing. Justice and law were to reign in the midst of
simplicity, and a government which had little to do was
to offer Ettle field for ambition. In a society where
industry, frugality, and prudence were honored, it was
believed that the vices of wealth would never flourish.